
Right to Truth

Learning Handout 2a

Finding out exactly what happened during a conflict helps to establish an accurate record of a 
country’s past, clarify uncertain events, and lift the veil of silence and denial from a contentious 
and painful period of history. According to various victim surveys, knowledge of past events helps 
prevent similar violations from happening again, and is the first step towards justice and account-
ability. The right to truth has also been codified in various national and international laws. A study 
on the right to the truth from the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights explains the right to the truth in this way: 
The right to the truth implies knowing the full and complete truth as to the events that transpired, 
their specific circumstances, and who participated in them, including knowing the circumstances 
in which the violations took place, as well as the reasons for them. In cases of enforced disap-
pearance, missing persons, children abducted or during the captivity of a mother subjected to 
enforced disappearance, secret executions and secret burial place, the right to the truth also has 
a special dimension: to know the fate and whereabouts of the victim (E/CN.4/2006/91, para. 59).

On 18 December 2013, the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution on the right to the truth. 
The resolution stresses how important it is for the international community to recognize the right 
of victims of human rights violations, the right of their families, and the right of society to know 
the truth about the violations. In its resolution, the Human Rights Council:
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1.  recognizes the importance of respecting and ensuring the right to the truth to contribute to
    ending impunity, and to promote and protect human rights.
2. welcomes the establishment of specific judicial mechanisms and non-judicial mechanisms
    such as truth and reconciliation commissions, that complement the justice system.
3. encourages the states concerned to disseminate, implement, and monitor the recommenda
    tions of non-judicial mechanisms such as truth and reconciliation commissions, and provide
    information regarding compliance with the decisions of judicial mechanisms.
4. encourages other states to consider establishing judicial mechanisms, and truth and reconcili
    ation commissions to complement the justice system.



The International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, 
which entered into force in December 2010, also provides for the right to truth. In further support 
of the right to truth, UNGA Resolution 65/196 proclaims 24 March as the International Day for the 
Right to the Truth Concerning Gross Human Rights Violations and for the Dignity of Victims. This 
international observance was inaugurated on 24 March 2011. 

Sources

 

Learning Handout

02

For more information, visit
www.asia-ajar.org

5. encourages states to provide assistance regarding the right to the truth by means of, among
    others, technical cooperation and exchange of information
6. encourages states and international organizations to acknowledge the important role of civil
    society in monitoring the implementation of recommendations of truth commissions
7. urges all states that have not done so to consider signing, ratifying, or acceding to the Interna
    tional Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and
8. calls upon States to work in cooperation with the Special Rapporteur on the promotion of truth,
     justice, reparation, and guarantees of non-recurrence.
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